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afterwards Jerome's monastery was taken by storm at Bethlehem. Some of the. buildings were burned down, and one or two servants killed, but Jerome and his friends, with the Roman ladies who had settled there, found safety in ' a fortified tower' ; though this outrage was never seriously laid to the charge of Pelagius.
Probably one of the first intimations Augustine received of the result of the synod was a letter from Pelagius, covering a sort of apologia, in which he apprised the world of his absolution by the eastern bishops, Augustine proceeded cautiously, and waited impatiently for the return of Orosius. We have a fragment of a sermon in which he speaks with respect; and reserve of the synod ; ' perhaps Pelagius was corrected,' he says. Kven when Orosius arrived with a letter from the ex-bishops and a glowing account of the proceedings in the Kasc, he still maintained a certain reserve about the absolution of Pelagius, and spoke with respect of the synod. But there was clearly a pressing need of action in the western Church. The new ideas were spreading at Carthage and Syracuse. They already claimed the patronage of important clerics at Rome, such ns the priest (afterwards pope) Sixtus. Augustine flew to